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WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The pie charts below show the average household expenditures in Japan and Malaysia in the
year 2010.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Some people think that human history has been a journey from ignorance to knowledge.
Others argue that this underestimates the achievements of ancient cultures, and overvalues
our achievements.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

You should write at least 250 words.
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SAMPLE WRITING TASK 1
The pie charts show the proportion of money spent on various household expenses in Malaysia
and Japan in 2010.

We can see that in Malaysia the greatest proportion of expenditure (34%) was on
housing, while in Japan housing accounted for just 21% of the total. In contrast, in Japan the
greatest single expense was other goods and services at 29%, compared with 26% in
Malaysia. Food came in second place in Japan, at 24%, while in Malaysia the actual proportion
was higher (27%). In Japan another major expense was transport, at 20%, but this was
much lower In Malaysia (10%). In both countries the smallest percentage of expenditure was
on health care.

Overall, the data indicates that in both cases food, housing and other goods and services were
the main expenses, but that in Japan, transport and other goods and services took up a higher
proportion of total expenditure than in Malaysia.

SAMPLE WRITING TASK 2
Some argue that people in the modern world are in possession of much more knowledge than
people of ancient cultures. Others believe that this ignores the accomplishments of the past and
places too much emphasis on present achievements.

While it is undoubtedly true that modern technologies, such as the internet could not have
been imagined in ancient cultures, it is a mistake to view these ancient cultures as ignorant.
Few would argue that the builders of the Sphinx were mere primitive cavemen, for example.
People at the time had the knowledge they needed to understand and deal with their world and
in fact one argument that is sometimes put forward is that, even with all we know today, we
do not have the technology to build the Pyramids of Egypt.

Even if we do accept that modern society is richer in technological terms, it is undoubtedly
poorer in spiritual terms. Our societies have become so complex that people often become
victims to the lifestyles they lead and must face a whole new variety of widespread modern-
day problems, such as stress and obesity which affect people in developed countries
worldwide. Furthermore, the number of uneducated people still living in poverty with little
opportunity to benefit from technological achievements suggests that our modern society is
not so advanced after all.

In my view, however, there is no comparison between what we can achieve today and what
people even two hundred years ago could achieve as we now know so much more. The vast
majority of people in developed countries are able to benefit from an education system,
standard of living, healthcare and life expectancy that are so much more advanced than ever
before. It is my personal opinion that although we must remember and respect ancient cultures,
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modern day achievements have brought us to the peak of human civilisation.

(307 words)
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